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SecularstateandReligion

1.Introduction

Asecularstateisamodernphenomenon.Acenturyortwoback

therewasnosecularstate.Aninstitutionoranorganisation--

social,economic,politicalorreligious-worth the name holds

explicitlyorimplicitlyaphilosophyoflifeanditsexistenceisan

assertionofitinitspristineorpervertedform.Secularism and

Religionprovidealternativeworld-viewsandvaluesandasecular

stateandatheocraticstatereflectandasserttheirrespective

ideologies.

Secularism isnotonlyreflectedinstatepolity,butalsoinall

culturalactivitieslikeartandliterature,paintingandsculpture,

drama and poetryand musicand dance,no less in religion,

especiallyChristianity.Ifwecomparethemedievalart,literature

andreligionwiththemodernart,literatureandreligion,wewillsee

theinter-penetrationofsecularism inallspheresofcultureand

commonlife.

Alltheabovestatementsrequireexplanationandjustification.

Logicallypresentedthequestionsare:

1.Whatissecularism?Howhasitevolvedinmoderntime?

2.How doessecularism differfrom religion?3.How doesa

secularstate function in a society divided into antagonistic

religiouscommunities?



4.Whatpartcan socialagencies playin converting a multi

religioussocietyintoasecularsociety?

5.Whatrolecanreligionplayinasecularsociety?Wewillanswer

thefirsttwoquestionsfrom thehistoryoftheWest,wherethe

ideaofsecularism haditsbirth,developmentandmaturity.We

willanswerthethird,thefourthandthefifthquestionsthrough

theexampleofourowncountry,butthereasoningisreleventfor

allstateswhichareoptingforsecularstate.

2.TheNeedofSecularState

Indiaisa'secularstateinapluralisticreligioussociety.Onthe

verymorrowofIndependence,thePrimeMinisterShriJawaharlal

NehrusaidinapressconferenceatNew DelhionOctober12,

1947,"SofarIndiaisconcernedwehaveveryclearlystatedboth

asGovernmentandotherwisethatwecannotthinkofanystate

whichmightbecalledacommunaloraReligiousstate.Wecan

onlythinkofasecularnoncommunaldemocraticstate,inwhich

everyindividual,towhateverreligionhemaybelong,hasequal

rightsandopportunities."TheIndianConstituentAssemblybuilt

the entire edifice of its Constitution on the principles of

secularism.Nowwhatwasitthatinspiredthefoundingfathersof

theIndianConstitutiontooptforasecularstate?

Theyhadpersonalbitterexperienceofhow Jinnah'stwonation

theory based on the medievalconceptofa religious group

constitutingapoliticalcommunity,hadledtotheholocaustofthe

Partitionuprootingthousandsoffamiliesfrom theirancestral

homes,causing migration on a scale unprecedentin human

history,involving above allkilling,mutilation and rape of



uncountedthousands.'Itwasaghastlytestimonytothepolity

basedoncommunalprinciples.Theexperiencewastootragicto

allowthefoundingfatherstogroundthenationalpolityonreligion.

Thefoundingfathersfeltcommittedtoseethateverycitizen

enjoyedfreedom ofreligion.Theyhadfoughtforfreedom from

foreignrule.Freedom wasforthem asinseparableasbreathfrom

life.Theyknew thatiftherehasbeenanyhistoryandcultureof

freedom inIndiaithasbeeninthefieldofreligion.Thecultureof

Hinducommunityhasbeengenerallycharacterisedbyfreedom in

religionandhasresisteddenialofreligiousfreedom.Naturallythe

foundingfatherswantedtoseeculturalcontinuityoffreedom in

religion.Suchafreedom ispossibleonlyinasecularstate.When

astateisbasedonisbiasedagainstallotherfaithsandhostile

eventosectsofitsownreligion.Forexample,Pakistanisan

Islamicstate.QuadianisorAhmadiasectisanIslamicsect.Its

disciplesadheretotheteachingsofQuran.Theyarecoveredby

theShariatand Hadithincivillaw.TheyobservetheMuslim

customsandconventions,dressandaboveallaresaturatedin

Muslim culture.TheyaremorestrictorfanaticMuslimsthan

Muslimsofothersects.YetthesestrictMuslimsaredeclarednon

-MuslimsintheIslamicstateofPakistanfortheyhavealsofaith

in theirguru.SirZaffarullah pleaded forthe partition ofthe

countryonthegroundthatinaunitedIndiaMuslimswouldnot

enjoythesamereligiousfreedom asHindus.Heknewtohisbitter

costhowheignoredthewitnessofhistorythatatheocraticstate

cannottoleratefreedom ofreligion.HewasaQuadianiandhe

thatwhereashisco-religionistsinIndiaenjoyedallthepolitical

andcivilrightsandopportunitiessimilartoHindusandChristians,



hewasdeniedcivilrightsinPakistaninwhosebuildinghehad

playedaprominentpart.religionit

Takeanotherexample,ShiasandSunniesarethetwopillarsof

Islamicreligion.IranisaShiastate.Weknow how Sunniesare

humiliated,humbled and denied equalrights by the Iranian

Government.During Khomeni'stimetheywereputin concen

trationcampslikeJewsinGermany.Theirmosqueswererazedto

theground.TheyweredeniedcivilrightsidenticalwithShias.

Oneshouldnotfallintheerrortothinkthatsuchdiscriminationin

theocraticstatesisaneasternphenomenon.Weallknowthatthe

personswhofirstmigratedtoAmericawerethosewhowere

persecutedintheirEuropeanhomeland.SoEuropeantheocratic

statesdidnottoleratepersonsofdifferentsectsofthesame

Christianreligion.InAmericathedifferentstates,beforethey

cametoconstituteUnitedStatesofAmerica,repeatedthesame

discrimination. To quote D.E.Smith: "The Calvinist

congregationists(Puritans)whocametoMassachusettsBayin

1628 established atheocratictypeofpolitynotdissimilarto

Calvin'sGeneva.AlthoughtheycametotheNew Worldseeking

religiouslibertyforthemselves,theywerenotpreparedtoextend

ittoothers.BothQuakersandCatholicswereforbiddentoenter

thecolony;banishmentwasdecreedforthefirstoffenceand

deathforthesecond.FourQuakerswereactuallyexecuted.In

Virginia and other southern colonies....Quakers and other

Protestantdissentersweresubjectedtovaryingdegreeoflegal

disabilities."

Itis in-builtin the characterof a theocratic state to be



discriminatoryagainstandpersecutorofmembersofthesame

religion iftheybelong to a differentsect,foreach sect,in

imitationofitsoriginalfounder,holdsthatitalonehasthetruth

andtheothersectslackit.Sincereligionappealsprimarilyto

emotion,thereisnothingbuthatredforeachother.

Thereisnomajorreligionwhichdoesnothavedifferentsects.So

a theocratic state founded on one ofthe sects becomes

oppressiveto othersectsofeventheirownreligion.Political

powerbrutalizesthereligioussectinpowertodenythedecencies

ofpoliticalrightsandopportunitiestotheirbrothersects-thisis

history.

ThefoundingfathersofIndianConstitution,knowingfullywellthe

factthatIndiansocietyisadherenttoreligiousstyleoflife,went

in fora secularstate,foritcould alone guarantee religious

freedom.

Thirdly,everynon-Hindureligiousorganisation--Muslim,Christian,

JainandBuddhist-pleadedforsecularstate.Thesereligious

minoritiesknewthatifIndianpolitywasbasedonreligionitwould

beaHindutheocraticstate.AssuchHindureligionwillhavefar

moreeconomic,politicalandsocialandpropagandaadvantages

overthereligiousminorities.Butifthestatewassecular,religious

minoritieswouldenjoyatparwithHindus,theirfreedomsand

rights. The founding fathers were responsive to the

apprehensions of their religious minorities of being at

disadvantageintheirreligiousandpoliticallifeinatheocratic

state.Theyfeltitdesirabletoassureallreligiousminoritiesfull

rightsandopportunitieswithHinduism.



Thefoundingfathersdidnotonlywanttoestablishasecular

statebutademocraticstatetoo.Astatecanbesecularwithout

beingdemocratic.MustafaKemalPashamadeTurkeyasecular

state,abolishingCaliphate,oathonQuranandsubstitutedcivil

law inplaceofShariat(Islamiclaw)underhisdictatorship.The

foundingfathersoftheIndianConstitutiondesireddemocraticset

uptoo.Democracyensuresthateveryindividualwhateverbehis

political,religiousandsocialbeliefs,hasarighttothehighest

positioninthestate.Weknowhowinoursecularstatetherehave

beenPresidentsofIndiabelongingtodifferentcommunities.It

maybesaidthataPresidentofIndiadoesnotenjoyactualpower

todothings.Butministersenjoyeffectivepower.Inourcabinet

fourportfolioshavetoppriority:Home,ExternalAffairs,Finance

andDefence.Hindus,Muslims,Christians,Sikhs,Atheistshave

beenministersofthesefourportfolios.Theseministersarein

ranknexttothePrimeMinister.

Butinastatebasedonreligion,thisisnotpossible.InEngland,

theKing/Queendoesnotenjoyfreedom ofreligion.He/shehasto

beaProtestant.Ifhe/shedecidestooptforCatholicism,he/she

istogiveuphis/herkingship.InPakistannoQuadianihasthe

righttoaspiretobethePresidentorPrimeMinisterorajudgeor

holdanyrankofimportance.ThefoundingfathersoftheIndian

Constitution were too committed to democratic system of

Governmenttothinkoftheocraticstate.

Thefifthconsiderationwhichweighedwiththefoundingfathers

inbuildingasecularconstitutionandasecularstatewasthatthey

did notwantIndia to be considered among countries in its

politicalsystem.TheywantedIndianstatetobackwardbeinthe



vanguardofmodernstates.Theideaofasecularstateasa

modernform ofpolity,iswellstatedthusinwordsofNehru:"Do

we believe in a nationalstate which includes people ofall

religionsandshadesofopinionandisessentiallysecularasa

stateordowebelieveinthereligious,theocraticconceptionofa

statewhichconsiderspeopleofotherfaithsassomethingbeyond

thepale?Thatisanoddquestiontoaskfortheideaofareligious

ortheocraticstatewasgivenupbytheworldsomecenturiesago

andhasnoplaceinthemindofthemodernman.Andyetthe

questionhastobeputinIndiatoday,formanyofushavetriedto

jumpbacktoapast2age,ForNehruthesecularstateisthesine

quanonofmodernstate.Soourfoundingfatherswentinfora

secularstate.

The sixth consideration which ourfounding fathers had for

building asecularstatewastheirintenseconcernto build a

commoncivilcommunityinthecountry.Todaywestanddivided

into communalgroups.We think in terms ofbeing Hindus,

Muslims,SikhsorChristians.Weareanxioustomaintainour

separateidentitythantofindouridentityasIndians.IfaHindu

boy marries a muslim girl,eye-brows are raised orsinister

communalfeelingissatisfiedthataMuslim girlisaddedtoHindu

fold.IfaHindugirlmarriesaMuslim boy,itmaybesaidbythe

educatedthatshewasfreetomakeherchoice,butinheartof

hearts,itisfeltthatitwouldhavebeenbetterifshehadmarrieda

Hinduboy.AKhalsacollegewasbuiltinauniversitycampus.I

praiseditsbuilding,staffanddisciplinetoacolleagueofmine.

Hisresponsewasindifferentorevencoldtomypraise.After

sometimehesaid,"ThereisalargenumberofHindugirlswho



studyintheKhalsaCollege.SomeofthegirlsmarrySikhboys

andthoseSikhboysceasetobekeshadhari!"Weareallbittenby

the communalbug.Unless religion becomes a personaland

privatematterandwedevelopcommonsociallife,wecannot

becomeacommon civilcommunity.Ifwedo notbecomea

commoncivilcommunity,wecannotbecomeawell-knitnation.

A theocraticstateassertsseparatecommunalidentitiesofits

citizens.Asecularstatebyitsseparationfrom religionfavours

obliteratingcommunaldemarcationsandmakingpossibleacivil

community.Ithelpsthegrowthofnationalism ornationalself-

identity.

Tosum up:Ourfoundingfathersoptedforasecularstateto

avoidthepossibilityoffurtherdivisionofthecountry,togiveeach

citizen religious freedom,to assure religious miniorities full

securityofrightsandopportunities,tobuilddemocracyinpolitical,

socialand familiallife,to raiseIndiato amodern stateand

provideconditionsforthegrowthofsingleciviccommunityand

nationalism.Allsecularstatesarebasedonsomeorallofthese

sixconsiderationsorjustifications.

3.MisleadingInterpretationofSecularism

However,forthedevelopmentandmaturityofasecularstate,itis

imperative to be clearaboutwhatis secularism.Ifwe are

ambiguousinourinterpretationofsecularism,thedevelopment

ofoursecularstatewillbehaphazard.Itwasbecauseofthelack

ofunnanimityovertheinterpretationoftheconceptofsecularism



thattheword'secular'wasnotaddedinthePreambletothe

IndianConstituion.Evensomememberswantedtomakeplace

forGodintheConstitution.Sotheword*secularism'wasnot

addedinthePreamblewhenitwasfirstmadepubliconthe19th

November1949.Itisby42ndAmendment,madeafter26years

thatis,on theIstApril,1976,thatIndia wasdeclared in its

PreambleasaSovereign,Socialist,Secular,DemocraticRepublic.

Evenduringdiscussionofthebillforthe42ndAmendmentno

attemptwasmadetospellouttheconceptofsecularism either

bythegovernmentortheopposition.

Wefinddifferentmisinterpretationsoftheconceptofsecularism.

Dr.Radhakrishnan,inhisRecoveryofFaithpublishedwhenhe

was the Vice-President of India, remarks: "The religious

impartiality ofthe Indian state is notto be confused with

secularism or atheism. Secularism as here defined is in

accordancewiththeancientreligioustraditionofIndia.Ittriesto

buildupafellowshipofbelievers,notbysubordinatingindividual

qualitiestothegroupmindbutbybringingthem intoharmony

with each other.This fellowship is builton the principle of

diversityinunitywhichalonehasthequalityofcreativeness."3

Again,inhisForewordtoDr.AbidHussain'sbook,TheNational

CultureofIndia,hesays"Secularism doesnotmeanirreligionor

atheism orevenstressonmaterialcomforts.Itproclaimsthatit

laysstressontheuniversalityofspiritualvalueswhichmaybe

attainedbyavarietyofways."

Itisagainstthewholehistoryofthedevelopmentoftheconcept

ofsecularism to identifyitasa new form ofancientIndian

traditionandvedanticreligion.ToquoteK.M.Panikkar:"Clearly,



ournewdemocratic,egalitarianandsecularstateisnotbuiltupon

thefoundationofancientIndia'sorofHinduthought".Tofurther

thispoint,wequoteDr.V.K.Sinha:"TheStateinancientIndiawas

committednotmerelytotheprotectionofHindureligionbuttoits

activeaswell."6

Again,"The Hindu state possessed one feature which was

completedenialofsecularideal.ThisistheHindusystem of

justice.Ruleoflaw wasunknowntoancientIndia.Thewhole

basisofHindujusticewashierarchical;punishmentorpenalties

didnotmerelydependonthenatureofthecrimecommittedbut

thecasteofthecriminalandthatofthevictim."""Inregardto

murder,thehighestpenaltyisforkillingaBrahmin.Ifonemurders

aSudra,nomoreisrequiredthanifonewereguiltyofkilling'acat,

anichneumon,abluejay,afrog,adog,aniguana,anant,acrow."

8

"Itisanexerciseinfutilitytoattempttodiscoverstrongrootsfor

Indiansecularism inherpast.Atradition-bound,casteriddenand

authoritariansociety,un-willingtomakeabreakwiththepast

doesnotprovideanourishingsoilforsecularism tostrikeroots."9

Further,itisabuseoftheideaofsecularism tointerpretitto

mean universality ofspiritualvalues.Ifdistinction between

spiritualvalues and humanistic values is valid,secularism is

exclusiveofspiritualvalues.

Letusquotesomeviewsonsecularism whichdonotleanonthe

past.ToquoteDr.Radhkrishnanagain:"Weholdthatnoone

religionshouldbegivenpreferentialstatusoruniquedistinction;

thatno onereligion should beaccorded specialprivilegesin



nationallifeorinternationalrelations,forthatwouldbeaviolation

ofthebasicprinciplesofdemocracyandcontrarytothebest

interestofreligionandgovernment.Nopersonshallsufferany

form ofdisabilityordiscriminationbecauseofhisreligionbutall

alikeshouldbefreetosharetothefullestdegreeinthecommon

life.This is the basic principle involved in the separation of

ChurchandState."10

SimilarisGandhiji'sview thatallreligionsareequallytrueand

thereforethereisnoplaceorsituationofdiscriminationinsocial

andpoliticallife.Mrs.IndiraGandhifrequentlystatedthatthe

Hindirenderingofsecularism as'dharmanirapekshata(literally

religious neutrality orreligious non-alignment)is inaccurate.

Indian secularism,she affirms,is equalalignmentwith each

religion.

Notto give specialposition,status orvintage pointto any

particularreligionisbeingdemocraticandjust,butsuchviews

cangiverisetonon-communalstateandnottoasecularstate.

Allthese views miss the differentia ofsecularism ofwhich

secularstateisanexpression.

Again,theseviewsfalselyidentifyreligionsastheyexistwith

mere faith in supersensible being orworship orprayers in

religiousplaces.Itisforgottenthatreligioncoversallaspectsof

life,notonlythesphereofbeliefandworship.Itembracessocial

ethics,law,practicesandcustomsalso.Ifwerecognisethese

factsofthesituation itistrueto say,in thewordsofP.C.

Chatterjeethat"theveryconceptionofthesecularstatedoes

violenceto themajorreligionsofIndia".Secularism in some



respectisanti-religiousinitsnatureandpinciplesaswewillshow

hereafter.

Allthese views which tryto convertsecularism to religious

neutralityorequalityortogoodwillorjusticeforallreligions,

reflecthow ourintellectualeliteinpolityaretootiedtoreligious

consciousness to boldly assert the true significance of

secularism.

4.HistoryoftheDevelopmentoftheConceptofSecularism

Itisintheinterestofclearthinkinganddevelopmentoursecular

statethatwestudythehistoryofthedevelopmentoftheconcept

ofsecularism.IthaditsbirthandgrowthintheWest.Soletus

havealookattheWesternhistory.

TheMedievalPeriod-Theperiodfrom the5thcenturytothe15th

centuryiscalled the medievalperiod.During these centuries

Christianreligionbecamedominantinfluenceonthemindsand

heartsoftheEuropeanpeople.Itbecametheirlife.TheChristian

worldviewisthattheuniverseandmanarecreatedbyGod.The

universehasnovalueofitsown.Itisasacrament,avisiblesign

oftheinvisiblerealityofGodjustasbreadandwinearevisible

signsofbloodandbonesofChrist.Manhasnovalueinhimself.

HehasvalueasareflectionofGod.Heexiststoaddtotheglory

ofGod.Thevaluesoftheworldareinsignificantastheyare

transitory.WhatisrealandgoodisGodandhumansoul.Theonly

purposeofmanistogettotherightrelationwithGod.The

universe is false,the socialrelations are false.The relation

betweenGodandhumansoulistheonlytruthofexistence.



Howevertragicmaybepersonaldisasterordeath,itleftthe

medievalmanunwaveredinhisfaithinGodforheregardedlife

onearthasratheratransitoryphenomenon,anephemeralphase

towardshiseternalexistencewithGod.

Ifyou hearsermons oftheistic religions,you willfind that

preacherspleadwiththeaudienceforcontemplationonGodas

thefirstthinginthemorningandlastthinginthenight.Oneneed

torememberGodineveryactofone'slifeforinitliesone's

happinessandsalvation.

As forknowledge,Christianity and forthatmattertheistic

religions hold the view thatitis worthless to employone's

intellectto understand the universe.Universe is notworth

knowing.ThetruesourceofknowledgeistherevealedBibleor

scriptures.Thebestuseofintellectistounderstandanddevelop

faithinthatrevealedknowledge.Nothingisworthknowingexcept

thenatureandwillofGodasrevealedinthescriptures.The

sanctionofallconductandulimatecriterionofknowledgeisnot

concernofhumanreasonbuttherevealedtext.

Under this Christian or theistic outlook the western man

developedforthevaluesofknowledgeoftheuniverseandforthe

valuesofsocialinstitutionsandinterpersonalrelationships.He

cametodespisehumaninterests.AllloverexcepttheloveofGod

becamesinful.Nowonderthemedievalmancametoconsider

himselfshotthroughwithsinforhishealthyinstinctscompelled

him toseeksatisfactioninsocialandnaturalworld.Hecouldnot

getridofhisbodilyinclinationsandsolivedwithsenseofguilt.

Hefelthimselfpowerlesstomeethisidealofexclusiveloveof



GodtowinhissalvationSohelostfaithinhimself,inhiscapacity

tosolveevenhisearthlyproblemsandlikeAugustinefeltthe

needofGodeveninthemosttrivialactsofdailylife.Hethought

hisfuturewasnotinhishandsbutinthehandsofGod.Itisnot

forhim butforGod to determine hiswealth,well-being and

salvationWithoutthegraceofGodnothingavails.Alleffortsand

allachievementsaredoomedtodust.

SincethemedievalmanattributedGodasthecauseofallevents,

hefailedtounderstandthem.Iftherewasepidemicoftyphoidhe

attributedittoGod.Godhadsenttheepidemicaspunishmentfor

thesinofneglectingtorememberHim.Iftherewasgoodharvest,

heattributedittoGod'sgrace.Ifawomangotason,shesang

praiseofGodforthisblessing.Ifshefailedtogetachildshe

prayedtoGodtoforgivehersinsandblessherwithmotherhood.

We can see thatsuch interpretation ofevents offered no

understanding ofthem.To saythatGod isthecause ofan

epidemicoftyphoid,givesnounderstandingoftheconditions

underwhichtheepidemicoccurs,how toavoiditinthefuture,

how tocurethecasesoftyphoid.TosaythatitisGod'swillto

givemotherhoodtoawoman,doesnotgiveunderstandingasto

under what conditions pregnancy takes place and of the

conditionsunderwhichpregnancydoesnottakeplaceandhow

toremoveconditionswhichpreventpregnancy.makeGodasthe

causeofaneventistoremainignorantaboutthenatureand

causeoftheevent.God'scausalitexplainsnothing.Itleavesthe

individualasignorantandTohelplessasananimal.Myprofessor

atLondonUniversityoncesaidintheclass:"Whenaphilosopher

introducesGodinhisphilosophycatchhim forthatishisweakest



point."Sincethemedievalmanconfinedhimselftoattributing

Godasthecauseofevents,themedievelperiodiscalledthedark

ageofEurope.

Thiswithdrawalfrom life'shealthyinterests,intellectual,social

andcultural,ofthisearthwasadarknightofwesternmind.This

didnotcontinueafterthe14thcentury.

RenaissancePeriod-Inthefifteenthcentury,theEuropeanmind

graduallyreturnedtotheinterestsoftheearth.Inthefirstplace

theworldbecamebetterknowntoitsinhabitants.ThePortugese

princeHenrydiscoveredAfrica.VasacodaGamadiscovereda

shortersearoutetoIndia.Columbusinhisseaexplorationsto

discoverIndia,discoveredAmerica.Theseaexplorationsfrom the

days ofMarco Polo to Captain Cook and the astronomical

discoveriesofdifferentplanetsreflectedandincreasedinterestin

thewondersoftheuniverse,initsunimaginablevastness.The

visionofphysicalexpansionexpandedthementalhorizonofthe

westernmind.

Butthegreatestdiscoveryofthe15thcenturywasnotphysical

butcultural.More than the navigators and astronomers,the

humanistchangedtheoutlookandinterestofthewesternmind.

TheGreekclassicshadbeenburiedandlosttothewesternmind

undertheoverwhelmingother-worldlyinfluenceofChristianity.

TheclassicalhumanistsdiscoveredtheGreekliterature.They

studied itaspiece ofliterature and linguistics.Butitisnot

possibletoavoidinsuchstudiestheinfluenceofthepointofview

oftheauthors.Theview ofGreekclassicsandphilosophyis

secular.Itholdstheuniversetobeself-explanatory.Itholdsthat



manhascomefrom theanimalworld.Itdefinesmanasrational

animal.Itsidealformanistheall-rounddevelopmentofthe

variousaspectsofhispersonality,andactiveintercoursewith

society.Itsidealmanisnotthesolitarysaintbutthephilosopher

kingwhosedestinyistoguidethegoodofhisfellow human

beings.Itholdsthathumanproblemsareproblemsofthisworld

and man isintellectuallyand emotionallycompetentto solve

them.Hisproblemsareethicalandpoliticalandnottheological.

TheGreekclassicalliteraturerepresentsmanasself-sufficientto

fashionhisgoodlifewithouttheaidorassistanceofGod.Inthe

studyofthe ancientGreek literature purged ofits Christian

supernaturalism,theeducatedpeopleoftheWestre-discovereda

healthyconscienceinsteadoftheguiltyconscienceofChristianity.

They could take pride in theiraccomplishmentand regard

themselveswithadmiration.

This period of the 15th century is called the period of

Renaissance.Itisaperiodofrecoveryofthesecularpointofview

ontheuniverseandlifethroughGreekclassicalliterature.Anew

lightandlifecametotheRenaissancemandeniedbythetheistic

religionofChristainity.However,theRenaissancemandidnot

rejectthe presence ofGod buthe did disengage himself

sufficientlyfrom him to take interestin the universe and to

becomeworthyofrespectinhisowneye.Hestillthoughtof

himselfasmadeintheimageofGod.SincehewasimageofGod,

hetookintohimselftheattributeofdivinityandcreativity.The

associationofSocrateswithChristimpliedinErasmus'writings

showsanattempttostudySocratesaswellastheGospelinthe

Platonicspirit.TheintellectualsofRenaissancedefinedGreek



classicalviewpointaspagan,whereasitregardedBiblicalculture

asspiritualandmaintainedthatthetwosupplementeachother.

TheRenaissanceperiodleftreligionuntouched,thoughitbrought

tofocusanalternativeinterpretationoftheuniverseandman.

ReformationInthe16thcentury,i.e.theperiodofReformation,

religioncametobeattacked.Itfirstexposedtheevilsofthe

absoluteauthorityoftheChurchandthecorruptlifeofPopesand

Bishops.Therewasgreatdegradationinthelifeandpracticesof

thedignitariesoftheChurch.Totakeaninstanceortwo:Pope

LeoX(1513-1521),inheritedtheextravagantideasandexcellent

tastesofhisfather.Hisvalueswereessentiallypagan.Hehada

concern,naturallyforthe prosperityand the influenceofhis

family,buthisprimaryconcerlayintheenjoymentoflife.But

Leo'sepicureanism doesnotrepresentthelowestdepthtowhich

papacy sank during this period.formore serious was the

corruptionofPopeAlexanderVI(1492-1503).Hewascertainly

notthefirst,northelastPopetousethepapacyasaninstrument

forpromoting personalambitions ofhis 'nephews'(as the

illegitimatesonsofthePopehadcometobecalled)butnonewas

soopen,socynical,sototallyunscrupulousinsettingaboutto

accomplishtheend.12Religionhadceasedtobeawayoflifefor

thepriestswerenobetterordifferentfrom worldlymenintheir

styleoflife.Therewereattemptstocheckallthisdeterioration.

The Councillormovementtried to impress thatthe supreme

authorityistheCouncil,notthePopeforthePopeasman,isas

muchsubjecttoerror.Thiswasinvain.ThePoperefusedthe

advice.TheChristainHumanists,likeErasmustriedtoexposethe

abusesoftheChurch.TheGermanmystics,like'theBrethrenof



theCommonLife','theBrethrenoftheFreeSpirit'and'theFriends

ofGod',advocated a return to the simple life ofprimitive

Christianity,abandonmentoftheworldlinessandcorruptionof

theChurch.Thesepleasof'sweetreasonableness'didnotavail.

What precipitated protest into revolt was the practice of

indulgence. In the primitive Church a Christian who felt

repentance forhis sins,confessed his misdeeds before the

congregation.Hewasgivensomepunishment,inthewayof

fastingorlashesorcontributiontocharity.Thisexerciseassured

thatthepenitentpersonwassincereinhearttocurehimselfof

hissin and thepunishmentundergoneforitwasthoughtto

pleaseGod.Unfortunately,asthemoralstandardsdeclined,the

Popeswentintolarge-scalebusinessofsellinginsurancepolicies

againstpunishmentinthenextlife.Inthisstatewhenmoraland

religiouslifeofthePopeandtheChurchhadtouchedthedepthof

degradation,aGermanpriest,Lutherbyname,rosetoprotestand

gaverisetotheProtestantmovement.Hedeclaredthattherewas

noneedforthePopeandtheChurchtointerpretthewordofGod

forhuman salvation.The Bible is the directauthority fora

believingChristian.Theindividualishimselftheauthorityforthe

interpretationoftheBible.Everyoneisapriestforhimself.

TheProtestantmovementgatheredstrengthinthepriestlyclass

anditspreadlikefireinjungleindifferentstatesofEurope.The

variousEuropeanstateswereanxioustogetridoftheabsolute

authorityofthePope.Nationalsentimentwasgrowinginthe

Europeanstatesandtheywantedfreedom from theauthorityof

theChurchinItaly.Again,theEuropeanstateshadtopayforthe

financesofthe huge church machinerywhich theyresented.



However,thekingsandprincesasthetemporalpowercouldnot

revoltagainstthespiritualpower.Butwhentherewasdivision

withinthespiritualpower,thekingsandprincestookadvantage

ofitandsupportedandstrengthenedtheProtestantmovement

byjoiningitfortheystillremainedasgoodorbetterChristians.

In this period called the period ofReformation,there was

challengetotheabsoluteauthorityofthePopeandtheChurch.

TherewasattempttogetridoftheexternalauthorityofthePope

andtheChurchinmattersreligious.TheChristianconscience

wasmadefreetothinkforitselfwhateverrelatedtoitsspiritual

welfare.TheProtestantmovementhelpedtheindividualtothrow

overboardthecrushingweightofreligiousauthority.Infact,itis

riseofindividualism orurgeforindividualfreedom inEuropethat

helpedtherevoltagainsttheabsolutedominanceoftheChurch.

"WhileLutherhonestlythoughthewasrestinghiscaseonthe

authorityoftheBibleascontrastedwithfalseclaim oftheChurch,

whathereallyopposedtoCatholicChurch..wasthevoiceofhis

ownconscience.Herewehaveoneoftheprimarymotifsofthe

newworldthatwasdawning:individulism inallactivitiesoflife-art,

literature,moralsandreligion"¹3.

Theforcesofindividualism letloosebyReformationwerestrong

andtheyoverflowedintothousandchannelsofheresy.Soonthe

people of Christiandom were divided into numerous sects

professingdifferentfaithsmutuallyantagonistic.Thestatecould

nomorebaseitselfonanyoneofthesectsofChristianityand

thusthereemergedseparationofthestateandreligioninthe

West.However,todaytherearemorepositivereasonsforthe

needofsecularstate.



Whereasthe16thcenturyReformationmovementchallengedthe

institutionalaspectofreligion,itleftBible untouched.The

institutionalorecclesiasticalorderwiththehierarchicalcadreof

organizersfrom thePopetothepriest,from theCaliphtothe

maulvi,isnotessentialandintegraltoreligion.Hinduism isnotan

institutionalreligionanditisasgoodareligionasanyotheror

better,forithasnohistoryoftyrannyandbloodshedamongits

sects,However,Christianity could flourish and dominate the

Westernmindwithouttheecclesiasticalorder.Therealdangerto

Christianitycamefrom theriseofscienceinthe17thcentury.The

sciencechallengedthebeliefsoftheBible.Itshowedthatthe

beliefsoftheBiblewerenotworthyofbelief.Renaissanceand

Reformation had created in theWestern mind interestin the

valuesofthenaturalworldandgivenmanhisemotionalmaturity

todependonhisreasoninunderstandingtheuniverseandthe

problemsofhiswelfarebyhimself.Inhisattempttounderstand

theconnectionofeventsandhow tocontrolthem,thewestern

maninventedthescientificmethod.Thescientificmethodisa

methodinwhichreasonandexperiencejoinhandstounderstand

events.Galileothoughtthatgivenmathematicsandtelescopehe

couldunderstandtheuniverse.Thescientificspeculativethought

becomesscientificknowledgeonlywhenitisverifiedbyfactsor

canbefalsifiedbyfacts.Ascientificknowledgehasitsevidence

inthefactswhichsupportitandfactsmaycometolightwhich

mayfalsifyit.Thescienceofastronomydiscoveredthatitisthe

earthwhichgoesroundthesun.TheBiblesaidthatitisthesun

whichgoesroundtheearth.Sciencehadevidenceforitsclaim.

TheBiblehadnoevidenceexceptthatitisthewordofGod.A



numberofsciencesjoinedhandstoshowthattheearth,theplant

life,theanimallifeandthehumanlifehavetakenbillionsofyears

toevolve.TheBiblesaysthatGodcreatedtheworldinsevendays.

Sciencescouldprovideinnumerableevidencesforitsassertion.

TheBiblehadnothingtosayexecptthatGodhadsaidso.The

biologicalsciencesfurtherholdthatmanhasevolvedfrom a

speciesofapesandeachhumanchildisproductofcoalescence

ofsperm andovum ofhumanspecies.TheBiblesaysthatGod

mademaninhisownimageanditisHiswillthatgivesbirthto

each human child.Such discoveries ofscience made Bible

unworthy ofbeliefand discredited the omniscience ofGod.

Sciencefindsthecauseofaneventinotherevents.

ItdoesnotfindGodoperativeinanyeventunderstudy.Sothe

worldofevents,whichisouruniverse,offersnoevidencefor

beliefinGod.ThisisoneofthegroundsusedbyHumanists,

NaturalistsandAthieststodenytheexistenceofGodandassert

theautonomyoftheworldandvalues.Toquote:"Newscientific

interestsandtheoriesoftherationalism andscepticism ofthe

Enlightenment,anti-clericalism,theindustrialrevolution,human

isticliberalism,Marxism anddemocraticsocialistictheoriesand

pragmatism haveallhelpedtoproduceanoutlookonlifethatis

fundamentallynon-religiousand thissecularism hasled to a

much diminished role forreligion in Governmentand public

affairsasinprivatelife."ItwasGeorgeJacobHolyoak(18171906)

who crystallized allthosefactorsand forcesleading to non-

religiousview underthenameofSecularism.Heheldtheview

thatmoralityshould be based on regard forthe welfare of

mankindinthepresentlife,totheexclusionofconsideration



drawn from beliefin God orfuture state.To him,justas

Mathematics,PhysicsandChemistryaresecularsciences,soitis

possibletoestablishaseculartheoryofconductandwelfareof

life.

Onceitisheldthatvaluesdonothavesource,sanctionand

authorityinGod,moralitybecomesautonomousofGod.Further,

Godcannotbeeitherpromulgatorofmoralityforhehasgiven

conflictingcommandsindifferentrevealedscriptures.Sotheistic

religionbecameredundantforman'squestforideallife.

5.EssentialsofSecularism

Wemaynow pinpointtheessentialsofsecularism forourown

clarity.Positive secularism is Humanism.Whatdoes Secular

Humanism hold?

SecularHumanism holdsthatthe universe and man are not

created.Theworldisnotsacramentalinnatureandcharacter.It

isrealinitsownrightandhasvaluesofitsown.

Manhasintrinsicvalueinhimselfandhisgloryishisownimage.

Hehasintrinsicvalueinhimselfforhehascapacityinhim to

understand and discovertruth.The existence ofeducational

institutionsandscientificresearchcentresisevidenceofit.Man

hasintrinsicvalueforhecanappreciatebeautyandcreatebeauty.

Allliteratureandfineartsarewitnesstothiscapacityinman.Man

hasintrinsicvaluetoform society,todiscovermoralprinciples

andtoobservethem tosomeextent.Manisthecentreofvalues

andthecriterionofthevaluesofallinstitutions.Anyinstitutionis

good to the extentitrespects the rights ofthe individual,



guaranteeshisfreedom ofthoughtandexpressionandprovides

conditionsforhisself-development.Pittedagainstinstitutions

manissuperiortoinstitutions.

ForSecularHumanism theidealformanistodevelopthefeelings

ofjustice,equality,libertyandfraternityinallinterpersonaland

inter-institutionalrelationships.

ThePreambleoftheIndianConstitutionenshrinesthevaluesof

SecularHumanism.Theyreadasunder:

Justice,Social,Economic and Political;Liberty of thought,

expression,belief,faithandworship;Equalityofstatusandof

opportunity;andtopromoteamongall

Fraternityassuringthedignityoftheindividualandtheunityand

integrityoftheNation.

Thedevelopmentofallsuchvirtuesasjusticeandfraternityleads

toinvolvementwithlife,notdetachmentfrom life.Secularism

puts premium on all those virtues that deepen human

relationshipswith fellow human beingsand othernon-human

existentsoftheworld.

Besidessocialvirtuesofjustice,equality,libertyandfraternity,of

love and compassion;there are virtues ofself-culture,like

temperance, courage, self-control and contentment etc.,

intellectualculture in the form ofscience and philosophy;

aestheticcultureintheform ofloveofthebeautiful,appreciation

andcreationofsensuousbeautyandtoseekbeautyasanaspect

ofallmoralvirtues.



ForSecularHumanism thescientificmethodisthetruemethod

forknowledgeofwhatexists.Itrejectsrevelationasknowledge,

forthereisnobeingorworldotherthantheworldofembodied

existences,whichsciencesstudy.

Ifwehavefollowedthehistoryoftheriseofsecularism,wecan

understand how theistic religion and secularism are two

alternativeorbetter,opposedviewsoflifeandtheuniverse.

6.DifferencebetweenSecularHumanism &Religion

Thepointsofdifferenceareasunder:

Secularism holdsthattheuniverseofembodiedexistentsisreal

andtheonlyrealityworthyofstudyandparticipation.Theistic

religionholdsthatthisunivereisaninferiorworld,worthytobe

avoidedandsacrificedatthealtarofGod.

Secularism holdsthatmanisofprimaryvalueinhimself.Heisof

intrinsicvalue,forheisthebearerofthevaluesofknowledge,

beautyandmoralprinciples.ToquoteMarx:"Thecriticism of

religionendswiththedoctrinethatmanisthesupremebeingfor

man.Itends,therefore with the categoricalimperative to

overthrow allthose conditions in which man is an abased,

enslaved,abandoned,contemptiblebeing."15Religionholdsman

tobe'crooked,sordid,bespottedandulcerous'initself,impotent

tostanduptothechallengeofevilinhim.Secularism holdsthat

religionunnecessarilyexaggeratesevilintheaveragedecentman.

Inspiteofman'slimitedpsychologymancanstandtoGodinhis

highestexcellences.

Secularism holdsthatmaniscompetenttodecipherthenatureof



theuniversebyhisrationalpower.Heisnotdependentona

supernaturalpowerfordeliverancefrom ignoranceabouthislife

and the universe. To quote Kant: "Enlightenment is the

emancipationofmanfrom astateofself-imposedtutelage.This

stateisduetohisincapacitytousehisownguidance.Sucha

stateoftutelageIcallself-imposed(orculpable)ifitisduenotto

lackofintelligencebutlackofcourageordeterminationtousehis

intelligence.Daretouseintelligencewithoutyourintelligence".

ThisisthebattlecryoftheEnlightenment.

Religionholdsthatmancannotsolvethemysteryoflifeand

universewithoutthehelpofGod.Revealedknowledgealonecan

lightthewaytotruthofexistenceandrevealedknowledgeis

impartedbyGod.ManisdependentonGodforhisillumination

andsalvation.Sciencehasdiscreditedmuchofthebeliefsof

revealedscripturesaboutexistenceandvaluesandthesecular

Humanistassertsman'sindependenceinhisknowledgeabout

existenceandvalues.

ForsecularHumanism humanidealisininter-personalandinter-

institutionalrelationships.Itislifeoflove,understanding,service

andjoytoallexistencesinhuman,animal,plantandphysical

worldinwhichhestandsrelated.Manisaconditionedbeingand

in refining and cultivating relationship with conditions ofhis

existencehedefineshisdestinyandfulfilshimself.Histidealis

nottocircleroundGod,butbuildaltruisticrelationwiththefour

ordersofexistences.

Religion considers that man's essence is soul which is

independentofallcosmicconditionsexceptGod'spleasure.So



hisconcernwithfellowbeings,theanimalworld,theplantworld

andthephysicalworldisperipheral.Theprimaryandexclusive

goodofhissoulisinhisloveofGod.Soheneedstoeschewall

virtueslikeloveinmarriedlife,compassionandjusticeinsocial

life.He needs to emphasise values ofdetachmentfrom the

sensuousandthesocialworlds.

ForsecularHumanism,thisuniverseishisfirstandlasthomein

which his fulfilmentand destinylie.His salvation is in right

relationsofjusticeandlovewithallexistenceshereonearth.For

Religionthisuniverseisawayfareterrainforjourneytotheabode

ofGod.

JawaharlalNehru thus spells outthe two parts ofsecular

Humanism:"Wehavethereforetofunctioninlinewiththehighest

idealsoftheagewelivein....Thoseidealsmaybeclassifiedunder

twoheads:Humanism andScientificSpirit."16Thiscanwell

constitutethedefinitionofsecularism:Humanism andscientific

spirit.Itisclearthattointerpretsecularism asreligiousneutrality,

religiousequality,'Sarva-Dharmasadbhava'istraverstyoftruth.

Whytointerpretthewordsecularism whichinhistoryandspiritis

opposedtoreligioninitsfundamentalviewaboutlife?Secularism

andReligionaredifferentintheirmethodologyofknowledge,in

theirunderstandingofhumanpersonality,intheirvaluesand

idealforhuman life.There is nothing common between the

supersensible interpretation ofthe universe and life and the

scientificthisworldlyinterpretationoflifeanduniverse.Theyare

polesapart.ItislesstruetosaythattheNorthPoleandtheSouth

Polearethesamethantosaythatthesupersensibleandthe

empiricalworlds are the same,disembodied existences and



embodiedexistencesarethesame,revelationandthescientific

methodarethesame,infallibilityofbeliefandfalsificationof

beliefarethesame.

Itistruethatademocraticstateisneutralbetweenreligionsand

givesallreligionsequalfreedom.Butthisisnotaprivileged

position for religion.A secular democratic state gives all

organisations,andnotonlyreligiousorganisations,equalrightsof

freedom ofthoughtandexpression.Theorganisationsofgames

havethesamerightstoorganisetheiractivitiesasallreligious

organisationshave.Thesecularstateinterferesintheactivitiesof

religionorgames,iftheyviolatethefundamentalrightsofhuman

beingsorinvolvecrueltyinitspractices.ThepracticeofDuelis

prohibited bylaw,though ithas nothing to do with religion.

'Devdasi'practiceisprohibitedbylaw evenifithasreligious

sanction.Religionshavenospecialstatuswithasecularstate.To

saythatsecularism meansreligiousneutrality,religiousequality,

Sarva-Dharmasad-bhava',isconfusingdemocraticimpartialityof

freedom withsecularism.Whatfreedom theseculardemocratic

state gives to religion is common to allorganizations.Itis

impartialbetween differentorganizations in respecting their

rightsandopportunities,whateverbethesphereandcontentsof

theiractivities so long they do notviolate the humanistic

principlesofthePreamble.

ItwasunnecessaryforthePreambleofasecularstatelikeIndia,

to haveincluded underliberty,thelibertyofbelief,faith and

worship,foritiscoveredunderlibertyofthoughtandexpression.

Anon-religiousorganizationlikesportsoryogacanalsohaveits

belief,faithandpracticesandsecularstategivesasmuchrightto



itsfaithandpracticesastoreligiousritesandworship.Asecular

state which is also democratic,gives freedom ofpersonal

moralityandstyleoflifetotheextentitdoesnotinterferewiththe

freedom ofothercitizens.Theinclusionoffaithandlibertyinthe

Preambleissurvivalofarelicoftheology,justascoccyx(tail

bone)inourbodyisarelicofouranimalancestory.

7.SecularistictrendsinReligion

Secularism isadistinctphilosophyoflifeanduniverseandclaims

tobeabetteralternativetosuper-sensiblereligion.Sogreatisthe

impactofsecularHumanism thattherehasbeensecularization

ofsupernaturalChristianity.Totakeaninstanceortwo:

There hasbeen demythologizing ofNew TestamentbyProf.

RudolfBultmann.He is HerrProfessorofTheology-a very

prestigiouspositionattheUniversityofMalburg.Inhispaper:

'Demythologizing ofNew Testament'he rejects the following

beliefsasmythsandthereforepleadsforpurgingChristianity

from them:(i)thebeliefthatChristisadivinebeing,asGod

incarnated;(ii) Christ performed miracles;(iii) Christ was

resurrected.Christianitymustrejectthissupernaturalpictureof

the world ofpre-existence,incarnation,descentand ascent,

miracles,interventionandcosmiccatastrophies.

His pupilW.Kamleh points outthatsince Bultmann makes

Christianfaithindependentofoccurancesofanysupernatural

eventsinPalestineinthefirstcentury,hecannotstopshortof

making it independent of the belief in the existence of

supernaturalbeing.PaulVanBuren,aclergymanwhoteachesat

TempleUniversityinPhiladelphiaholdsinhisbookTheSecular



Meaning ofthe Gospelthatwe could and mustpresentthe

ChristianmessagewithoutreferencetoGod.TheChristianfaith

couldandmustbebuiltonthepersonalityofChristandhis

commandments.Hefurtherholdsthatitisnotonlythatthe

traditionalGodhasdiedbuttheverywordGodhasdied.He

condemnsattemptstogivesomemeaningtotheword'God'by

callingitthegroundofourbeing,'a'depth'or'transcendent'.It

amountstocoiningnew vocabularytohidelingeringtraditional

beliefin God.Whatwe need is notnew interpretation of

supernaturalism butin rejecting it.Bible could and mustbe

interpretedinanaturalisticandhumanisticterminology.

The widespread sweep of liberation theology shows how

secularism hasentered,willynilly,theheartofreligionasithas

becometriumphantinpoliticsintheform ofsecularstate.

OurIndianConstitutionissecularasitisbasedonthevaluesof

Humanism andscientifictemper.Modernstatescoverpractically

allaspectsofindividual'slifefrom birthto death,asreligion

earliercoveredallaspectsofindividuallifefrom birthtodeath.So

itiswrongtodefineasecularstateasProf.D.E.Smithdoesinhis

bookIndiaasaSecularState,asthatwhichgivesfreedom to

religionstofunctionindependentofStateandgivesindividuals

freedom to profess anyreligion orno religion withoutbeing

deprivedofanycivilrights.Thisistodefineaseculardemocratic

state in negative terms,forsuch freedoms are given to all

organizations,religiousornon-religious.Prof.Smithholdsthat

KamalPashaestablishedasecularstateinTurkeybysettingup

civillaw independentofandopposedtoQuranandmodernized

thelifeofthepeople.Asecularstatehasapositivefunctionand



isinamannerhostiletoreligiousmodeoflife.Itfostersand

shapesaseculartypeofsociety.

OurConstitutioninitsDirectivePrinciplesenjoinseverycitizento

'developscientifictemper,humanism andthespiritofinquiryand

reform'.Educationisastatesubject,soeducationinoursecular

stateisorientedtodevelopintheyounggeneration'scientific

temperandhumanism'.Todevelopscientifictemperistoreject

theso-calledinfalliblemethodofrevelation.Tobeinspiredwith

humanistic values is to devalue other-worldlyvalues.So the

secular education of a secular state does eliminate the

authoritarianism intheknowledgeofreligionandnegativesother-

worldlyorsupernaturalvaluesofreligion.

A secularstate through its seculareducation fashions new

modelsofhumanpersonalityand humansociety.Infactthe

historyofthedevelopmentofsecularstateisalsothehistoryof

thereleaseoftheholdofreligiononthelifeofthepeople.

8.SecularStateandCommunalSociety

True,ourIndian Constitution isfounded on the principles of

secularism andIndiaisasecularstatebyitsConstitution.But

thatisnotenough.Historyisrepletewithexamplesofideal

constitutionswitheringawayinsocietynotpreparedforit.Indian

Stateisenactedassecularbyadominantminorityofinspiredand

enlightened elite underthe charismatic leadership ofPrime

MinisterJawaharlalNehru.SothefutureofsecularstateinIndia,

asinothercountrieswithconflictingreligiouscommunities,rests

onhowfarthesocietyismadesecular.UnlesstheIndiansociety

issecularthereiseveryriskofdisasterforsecularism.Wefind



that the Indian secular state has already made many

compromiseswithreligions.Thereasonisobvious.WritesW.H.

MorrisJonesinhiscontributionentitled'IndianPoliticalIdioms'in

thebook,CasteandPoliticsinSouthAsiaeditedbyC.H.Philips.

"Everymanisbornintoaparticularcommunalorcastegroupand

withitinheritsaplaceandastationinsocietyfrom whichhis

wholebehaviourandoutlookmaybesaid,inideaatleast,tobe

derived;hisoccupation,therangefrom whichhisparentswill

choosetonegotiateforhisbride,hisfairlyprecisestandingin

termsofprivilegesandhisobligationstomembersofhisown

andothercastegroups,hisattitudetowardsthem.Forthisreason,

castecannoteasilybeassimilatedwithintheworldofmodern

politics.Itisseldom merelyagroupoperatingasaunitwithina

modernwhole....Whenitcomestopolitics,itcomesnotwitha

setofdemandsbutwithawayoflife."17

Sinceourwayoflifeiscommunal,wearesometimesledbyitin

the modifications of our Constitution and formulation and

enactmentoflawsinourParliament.

PersonalCivilCode We find manycases where oursecular

constitution compromises due to the presence ofreligious

organizations.Takecommoncivilcode.Itisoneofthedesiderata

ofsecularStatethatthepeoplebegovernedbycommoncivil

codebasedonhumanisticvaluesofjusticeandcompassion.

AccordingtoArticle44oftheDirectivePrinciples,itisstatedthat

theStatewillendeavourtoenactcommoncivilcode.Whathas

stoodinthewayoftheParliamentorLokSabhatoenactthe

commoncivilcode?Itisourreligiousorcommunalwayoflife.



NeitherHindus norMuslims norChristians are prepared to

changethetraditionalpersonalcivilcodehallowedbyreligious

sentiments.Throughtheawe-inspiringcharismaticauthorityof

NehruandsocialistgroupstheHinducivillaw ismodifiedinthe

form oftheHinduMarriageAct,theHinduSuccessionAct,the

HinduMinorityandGuardianshipActandtheHinduAdoptionand

MaintenanceAct.ButtheMuslim andtheChristianpersonallaws

havenotundergoneanymodifications.WeallknowofShahBano

divorcecaseinwhichtheSupremeCourtgavecompensationtoa

divorced wife.There was a strong agitation in the Muslim

community.TheLokSabhahadtoyieldtothefundamentalistsof

theMuslim community.TheMuslim sentimentiswell-expressed

inMohammedIsmail'swords:"Their(Muslims')wholelifeis

governedbytheirreligion.Shariatorpersonallawisavitalpartof

theirreligionandtheycannotconceiveofthepossibilityofthe

abrogationofShariatlaw onanyaccount."ThesecularStateof

IndiayieldedtothisstatementofMuslimstothedeterimentofits

ownsecularcharacter.LetusquoteDr.B.R.Ambedekar,the

Chairman ofthe Drafting Committee ofIndian Constitution.

Speakingagainsttheclausetosavepersonallaw,hesaidthatif

suchasavingclausewasintroducedwithintheConstitution,"it

willdisablethelegislaturesinIndiafrom enacting anysocial

measurewhatsoever.Thereligiousconceptionsaresovastthat

theycovereveryaspectoflifefrom birth to death.Thereis

nothingwhichisnotreligiousandifpersonallawistobesaved,I

am sureaboutit,thatinsocialmattersweshallcometoastand

stillThereisnothingextraordinaryinsayingthatweoughtto

strivehereaftertolimitthedefinitionofreligioninsuchamanner



thatweshallnotextenditbeyondbeliefsandritualsasmaybe

connectedwithceremonialswhichareessentiallyreligiousItis

notnecessarythatthesortoflaws,forinstancelawsrelatingto

tenancy,orlawsrelatingtosuccession,shouldbegovernedby

religion...Ipersonallydonotunderstandwhyanyreligionshould

begiventhisvastexpansivejurisdiction.Afterallwhatarewe

havingthislibertyfor?Wearehavingthislibertytoreform our

socialsystem whichissofullofinequalities,discriminationsand

otherthingswhichconflictwithourfundamentalrights.Itis

therefore,quite impossible foranybodyto conceive thatthe

personallaw (i.e.personalcivillaw)shallbeexcludedfrom the

jurisdictionoftheState."18

WequoteK.M.Munshionthisissueofpersonallaw.Hesays:

"Thepointhoweveristhis,whetherwearegoingtoconsolidate

andunifyourpersonallawinsuchawaythatthewayoflifeofthe

wholecountrymayincourseoftimebeunifiedandsecular.We

wanttodivorcereligionfrom personallaw,from whatmaybe

called socialrelations orfrom rightofparties as regards

inheritanceorsuccession....Weareinastagewherewemust

unify and consolidate the nation by every means without

interfering with religious practices.Ifhowever,the religious

practicesinthepasthavebeensoconstruedastocoverthe

wholefieldoflife,wehavereachedapointwhenwemustputour

footdownandsaythatthosemattersarenotreligion,theyare

purelymattersforsecularlegislature"¹⁹.

ThoughK.M.Munshimadethisstatementonputtinghisfoot

downonpersonallaw,butthepersonallawisoperativetodayas

itwasoperativehundredsofyearsback.



Secularism ishostiletoreligioninsofarreligionleavesnoroom

forsocialandeconomicaspectoflifetobedeterminedonthe

principleofreasonandexperienceorthewelfareofmanonearth.

"Theclaim ofreligionstohaveordainedforalltimesasocialand

ethicalcodeonthebasisofrevelationcannotbesustainedon

rationalorethicalgrounds."20Whatisthereforenecessaryifthe

secularstateisexist,istoaskreligionstolimitthemselvesto

theirinnersubjectiveexperiencesandspeculativemetaphysics

andleavethesphereofsocial,economicandmoralquestionsto

bedebatedanddecidedbyreasonandhumanisticvalues.

Cow Protection-Takecow protection.The48tharticleofthe

Directive Principles lays down thatthe State should prohibit

slaughterofcows.ThedebatesintheConstituentAssemblyon

thisissueindicatethefirm determinationoftheorthodoxHindus

to use the powerfulmachineryofthe State to enforce their

religioussentiment.ApparentlytheorthodoxHindusdidnotwant

to appearasnon-secular.Theytried economicargumentsto

furthertheirreligioussentiment.

Strictlyfrom theview-pointofagriculturaleconomics,itwouldbe

impossibletojustifyatotalbanoncow-slaugher.Indiahasone

fourthofthecattlepopulationofthewholeworldandatleastone

-fourthofIndia'scowsareuneconomicalandmanyarediseased.

Theproductionoffodderinthecountryissufficienttomaintain

no more than three-fourth ofthe presentcattle population.

Because ofthese facts othermembers ofthe Constituent

Assemblycalledfortheabandonmentoftheeconomicargument

andafrankacknowledgementofthereligioussentimentbehind

theproposal.



AMuslim memberoftheConstituentAssembly,SyedMuhammad

Sa'adulla said,"Idonotwantto obstructthe framers ofthe

Constitution,ImeantheConstitutentAssembly,iftheycomeout

intheopenandsaydirectly:"Thisispartofourreligion.Thecow

shouldbeprotectedfrom slaughterandthereforewewantits

provisioneitherintheFundamentalRightsorintheDirective

Principles.Butthosewhoputitontheeconomicfactsdocreate

suspicioninthemindsofmanythattheingrainedHindufeeling

againstcowslaughterisbeingsatisfiedbybackdoor!"2¹

Re-buildingofSomnathTemple-Takethecaseofrebuildingof

SomnathTemple.Theconstructionofplacesofworshipisa

functionofreligiousorganizations.Aseculargovernmenthasno

businesstoparticipateorencourageoraidit,forasecularstate

standsforhumanisticvaluesnotspiritualvaluesandrationaland

scientificapproachtoallbeliefs,andnotfordogmasofrevelation

ButwefindthatinthestateofUttarPradesh,asystem ofindirect

taxationwasdevisedtopayfortherestorationofthetemple."4

Muslim writernotedbitterly:'AndsoindirectlyallHindusandnon

Hindus,mono-theists,poly-theistsandatheistshavebeenpaying

thisreligiouslevyinthetwentiethcenturytothegovernmentof

thesecularstateofIndiaforthere-buildingofanancientIndian

shrine.In May 1951 eleborate Hindu ceremonies,with the

chantingofVedichymnsbyBrahminpriestshailedthepartial

restorationofthetemple.Dr.RajendraPrasad,PresidentofIndia,

tookaprominentpartinthefunctionbyinstallingthe'jyotilinga'

imageinthetemple.Itseemsclearthatthewholeinspirationof

thisprojectwithwhichhighgovernmentofficials(butnotNehru)

weresocloselyidentifiedwasveryfarindeedfrom theapproach



whichisexpectedofthesecularstate.ThepleathattheDeputy

PrimeMinisterandthePresidentwereactingasindividualsin

theirprivate capacities is notadequate justification forsuch

activities;the influence and prestige ofhigh office inevitably

becomesassociatedwithwhatevertheydoinpublic."22

Instancescanbemultipliedwheresecularism ofIndianStateis

compromised.TakeHinduritualsperformedattheinauguration

ofascientificlaboratory.Whatacontrastbetweenthemagical

ritualsofreligionandthescientificandrationalapproachtotruth

represented by a scientific laboratory!How would notthe

religiousminoritiesfeeldiscriminatedagainstwhengovernment

recognitionisgiventoHindurituals!Allrituals-Hindu,Muslim,

Christianstandonthesamefootingforasecularstateanditis

compromisingitssecularstandwhenitpreferstheritualsofone

religionoverothers.

RadioandDoordarshanLetustakeRadioand-Doordarshan.

Both are Government owned media. Both give religious

programmes.SinceHindusdominatethecountry,themorning

songsaregenerallyaddressedtoHindugodsoratleastexpress

Hindu sentiments,irritating oratleastannoying thereligious

minorities. A secular state should keep out of allsuch

programmesofreligioussentimentstokeeptoitssecularism.

Butsinceourleadershipdoesnotfacethefactthatsecularism is

notreligiousneutralityorreligiousequalityorgoodwillforall

religions,itfumbles and founders in its attemptto develop

secularsociety.Ithardlyrealizesthatequalaidorencouragement

to allreligions makes the society further communal.The

leadership in the Indian Governmentand bureaucracy being



mainlyHindu,theHindureligiongetsbettercoverageinthemedia,

intensifying communalfeelings ofreligious minorities.Itis

completeexclusionofthereligiousprogrammesfrom themedia

ofthesecularstatethatprovidesanecessaryconditionforthe

growthofsecularsociety.

Itisclearthatunlessthereisgrowthofsecularsociety.Indian

Statewillalwaysbedeviatedfrom itsprinciplesofsecularism.

ToallythediscomfortoftheminoritiesthePresident,thePrime

Minister,Ministers,ChiefMinisters and Governors ofStates,

attendandparticipateinfunctionsofallreligions,Howdoessuch

conductencouragethedevelopmentofsecularsocietywhich

alonecansustainsecularstate.ForthePresidentorthePrime

MinisterofIndia,tomoveaboutasprimadonnainthereligious

festivitiesistoentrenchthepeopleintheirreligiousprejudices.

Further,how does such conductfunction to fosterscientific

temper,humanism andthespiritofinquirywhichareamongthe

fundamentaldutiesofthecitizenaccordingtoArticle56-Aofthe

IndianConstitution!Ifweareseriousaboutsecularstate,the

governmentmustavoidoreschew participationinanyform of

religionmanifestation.Itshouldcompletelyseveritsrelationfrom

religiousfestivitiesoractivities.Notonlythat,itshouldcreatethe

impressionthatitstandscommittedonlytothesecularprinciple

ofthePreambleoftheConstitution.Itmustkeepawatchdog

overallactswhichviolatehumanisticvaluesbyanyorganizations

irrespectiveofthefactwhethertheyarereligiousorganizationsor

non-religiousorganizations.Itsconductshouldmakethepeople

tobelievethatthereisnospecialstatusintreatmentforreligions



andtheirconductisasmuchsubjecttothesecularlawsasthat

oftheotherorganizations.

9.TheRoleofSocialAgenciesinDevelopingSecularStateWe

now askthequestionhow thesocialagencies,likeeducation,

economics and religion can playtheirpartin stabilizing and

strengthingthesecularstatebypromotingthechangeofreligious

orcommunalsocietytosecularsociety?

TheRoleoftheTeachingCommunity-Oneofthebasicvaluesof

secularsocietyisitsattitudetoknowledge.Article51A ofthe

IndianConstitution,definingthefundamentaldutiesofthecitizen

assertsthatoneofthem isto developthescientifictemper,

humanism andthespiritofenquiry.TheSciencePolicyResolution

adoptedbytheParliamentin1958,inwhichthemovingspiritwas

JawaharlalNehru,aimedatmakingscienceanimportantpartof

Indianlife.Howfarhastherebeencultivationofscientifictemper

inthecountrymenaftersomanyyears?Anansweristobefound

inastatementissuedbytheNehruCentreinBombayonthe19th

July,1981.Mr.P.N.Hasker,formerlyPrincipalSecretarytothe

PrimeMinister,aschairmanoftheNehruCentreheadedthelist

ofsignatorieswhichcomprisedtopIndianscientists,suchasRaja

Ramanna (Director,Bhabha Atomic Research Centre),M.G.K

Menon(MemberPlanningCommissionandformerlySecretaryto

GovernmentintheDepartmentofAtomicEnergy),SatishDhawan

andahandfulofhistoriansandeconomists.Thestatementsays:

"Nosystematicanddeterminedeffortwasmadetoworkout

specificallyandconcretelywhatwasneededtobedonetobuilda

societywhich is animated bya spiritofinquiryratherthan

passivity and acceptance...There was failure to give mass



dimensionstoscientifictemperandspecificallytoincorporateit

intheeducationalsystem....Theresultofallthishasbeena

cancerousgrowthofsuperstitionatalllevels.Ritualsofthemost

bizarrekindarefrequentlyperformedoftenwithofficialpatronage.

Obscurantsocialcustomsarefollowed evenbythosewhose

professionisthepursuitofscientificinquiry."23

Thisreportofthescientistsisasdamagingasitcouldbeforthe

teachingcommunityofIndia.Thereisnoconcernfeltbythe

teachertodevelopscientifictemper,orspiritofquestioninginthe

studentsofschoolsandcolleges.Eventhescienceteachersfeel

no obligationto grow scientifictemperinstudents.Theyare

interestedinpasspercentagesormeritswonbythestudents.

Thatistheparochialvisionoftheteachersandthedemandboth

ofparentsandtheDirectorsofEducation,Thereisnoconcern

withthefutureofthenationexcepttosingpartriotsongsinthe

morningassemblyoroncertainfestiveoccasions.Itisthought

enoughofpatrioticservicetodothispettyceremonial.Itistime

thatthe teaching communityshould consideritpartoftheir

syllabustoeducatechildreninscientifictempersothatthenew

generationwhichtakesourplaceisfreefrom superstitionsandis

secularinitsoutlookandconduct.Secularism anddemocracyare

indispensablefortheintegrityandprogressofourmulti-religious

country.Boththeteachersandthemanagementsofeducational

institutions,iftheyaretoserveeducation,mustnotbesatisfied

withtheworkingoftheschoolunlessitstrivesasmuchfor

developing secularattitudesin studentsasitdoesformerit

positionsandpasspercentages.Thetopschoolsdonotworryso

muchforpercentageandmeritpositionsasdevelopingvarious



aptitudesinthestudents.Buttheytooignorethedevelopmentof

thescientifictemperandthesecularoutlook.

Anotheraspectofsecularism is Humanism.There is some

attemptthroughsociallyusefulproductiveworktoinstilinthe

children the need to develop care and concern forthe less

fortunatecountrymeninwelfareinstitutions.Butitisdoneina

perfunctory manner by the teachers and the students as

necessarynuisanceorwastefulappendixtothecurriculum.

TheRoleofBusinessCommunityTheeconomicdevelopmentin

thewayofmoreproductionandjustdistributioncanhelpto

reducecommunalriots.Communalriotstakeplaceinareasin

whichpeoplearepooranduneducated.Theydonottakeplace

amongpeopleofeconomicallybetter-placedcolonies.Herethe

business community as citizens ofthe country can help to

conductprogrammeswhichcanreducepovertyinthewhichare

exploited bycommunalbigots,who staysafe in the human

carnageofriots.Theteachersandtheprintmediacanhelpto

secularizetheunderstandingofthecommunalmindedleaders

andthebusinesscommunityreducepovertytocheckthecarnage

ofriots.

The Role of Religious Community -Today we are mainly

concernedwiththeroleofreligioninbuildingsecularsociety.

How cantheisticreligionsdisciplinethemselvestoavoidinter

feringwithorimposingthemselvesonthefunctioningofsecular

state.Thetheisticreligionsmustseparatethespiritualsphereof

theirreligion from the secularsphere concerned with social,

economic and moralinjunctions and commandments.The



theisticreligionmustrealizethatitisnotrationalandethicalto

stayputtosocialandethicalpracticesgivencenturiesbackinthe

revealedscriptures.Wehavetoadmitthatsocialbehaviourand

ethicalconductaresubjecttogrowthanddevelopment.Once

philosophy covered allsciences under its province.Today

philosophyhasgivenupitstasktostudyAstronomy,Biology,

Psychology. Today it limits itself to logicalanalysis and

clarificationofconcepts.Thetheisticreligionsshoulddolikewise

andceasetocoverallaspectsoflife.Theymustforgettheirold

taskofdictatingboththesecularandthespiritualaspectsoflife.

Theyshould completelysurrendertheirfunction to determine

sociallifeandethicalcode.

Acitizencanhelpsecularstateifheconsidersreligionasprivate

matterwithnofunctiontodeterminesocial,ethicalandeconomic

welfareissuesofthesociety.Letallsecularorganizationswork

to influence theistic religious organizations to shed religious

approachtowardstheinterestsoftemporallife.Letreligionbefor

individual'sowninnerpurityandpeaceofmind.

TheEmergenceofSecularReligionHowever,thereisneedfora

completelysecularreligion.Suchreligioncanmakeextraordinary

contributiontothegrowthofsecularsociety.Weneednotonly

secularconstitutionbutalsosecularreligiontobuttressit.Itis

when the principles ofsecularism,Humanism and scientific

tempergovernallspheresoflife,personal,social,economicand

religiousthatwewillhavefreeindividualandfreesociety.M.N.

Roywasagreatintellectualofsocialandpoliticalthoughtand

hasformulatedthephilosophyofRadicalHumanism.Hesays,

"The desire forfreedom in socialand politicallife,being an



expressionofthebasichumanurgeforspiritualfreedom,canbe

satisfiedonlybyaworldviewwhichdoesawaywiththenecessity

ofassumingasuper-naturalpowerormetaphysicalsanctions."

24

Whatisneededaccordingtohim,isnotjustfreedom tochoose

betweendifferenttheisticreligionsbutthefreedom ofthehuman

spiritfrom thetyrannyofallofthem.Asecularreligionorsecular

wayoflife can alone delivermankind from the bondage to

supernaturalism.Areligionissecularifitholdsthattheworldas

weknowitisself-existent,self-movingandself-directing.Itisthe

onlyreality.ThereisnosupernaturalworldordisembodiedGod.

Thereisnoheavenorhell.

Areligionissecularifitholdsthatmanisevoluteofthisearthand

hisidealanddestinyareinthisworld.ItholdsthatHumanistic

valuesaretheonlytruevaluesoflife.Itassertsthatthescientific

methodisalonetruefordiscoveringthetruthofwhatexists.It

acceptsthatalltruthsareunderprobationandthattheylack

infallibility.

ThephilosophyofsecularHumanism founditswayintheheart

andmindofthereligiousgeniusofDevatmainIndia.Hewrites:

"Thecanonsofthescientificmethodofinvestigationwhichwere

essentialinallsuchstudies['Vishwa-tattva'(Truthsaboutthe

Universe)and 'Manush-tattva'(Truths aboutman)]acquired

completeswayovermyheart.Theprinciplesofexperimental

interrogationtogetherwithrightlogiccapturedmyhearttosuch

an extentthatitbecame impossible forme to acceptany

statementofbeliefastrueonthebasisofspeculationorblind



faith.Howisitthatsomeofthegreatestthinkersandevensome

scientistsarepronetoacceptseveralfalseandfictitiousbeliefs?

Itisbecause(i)eithertheyconsiderreligiontobeamatterof

blindfaithandtabooeveryform ofscientificinvestigationortest

inregardtosuchmattersof(ii)theydistortthetruthsofscience

inordertosupporttheiracceptedfalsebeliefs.Foraloveroftruth

both ofthese positions are intolerable.In his own lighthe

considersbothofthem falseandabhorsthem.Asallthevarious

constituentsoftheloveoftruthhadevolvedinme.Ihadarrived

atthe "tage oflife where itwaspossible forme to accept

anything,whetherancientormodem,mattersreligious,which

couldnotstandthetestofthecannnonsofthescientificmethod

ofinvestigation.Iwasanxioustoacceptallreligiousbeliefsnot

onthebasisofmerefaithbutaspiecesoftrueandverifiable

knowledgeinconformitywithscientifictest."25NootherIndian

religiousinnovatorhasshownthemoralcouragetoacceptthe

scientificmethodinplaceofrevelationormysticintuitioninthe

understanding ofthe matters related to human soul.They

acceptedthescientificmethodasbeneficialinunderstandingtem

poralworldandnottheworldofsoul.

Devatmautilizesthefindingsofscienceandscientificphilosophy

oftheeighteenthcenturyinhisreconstructionofhisviewonthe

universe,humansoul,ethicsandreligion.

Hecametorejectthesupernaturalworldofsoul,Godandangels,

andassertedthenaturalworldofembodiedexistencesasthe

trueandonlyreality.Hesays,"Nature(theworldofembodied

existences)whichIhaderroneouslybelievedtobemysecondary

relationnow becameinthelightoftruth,mytruerelation.And



completelybreakingawaymyrelationwiththeimaginarycreator

andruleroftheworld,Ifeltmytrueandrealrelationofallkinds

withthetrueandrealNature.

"IsawtheimmensegrandeurofNature.Ithadneverappearedto

measrealandastrueasitdidnow.Ihadneverbeforediscerned

thatcloserelationshipwithitwhichIfeltnow.

"Irealizedthatbettermentordegradationofliferestedprimarily

onthenatureofone'sfeelingsorheartattractionsforthevarious

relatedexistencesinNature.InspiteoftheirbeliefinGod,their

worship,performanceofsandhyaorofferingofnimaz,menin

generalbecamemoreandmoredegraded,becausetheywere

boundupintheirvariousrelationswithlowbonds(low-lovesand

low-hates).EvenanimalsandvegetableswhichbelieveinnoGod

(and offerno worship)became betterby getting favourable

environmentandworsebyunitingwithunfavourableconditions.

Thiswonderfulknowledgeofthelawofrelationshipmademefeel

thisNatureformyselfandforotherexistences,suchatrueand

closerelativethatIcanhardlydescribeitinwords.

Theentirebeingofman-hisbodyandsoul-ispartofNature.Itis

anevoluteintheprocessoftheevolutionoftheanimalworld.Itis

asmuchunderthelawsofNature,oftheprocessesofevolution

and devolution as otherexistences,like animals,plants and

physicalthings."26Devatmaregardsmanaspsycho-physical

organism andrejectsanydichotomybetweenbodyandpsycheor

soulwhichdemeanthebody.Heholdsthem inter-dependentfor

theirexistenceandfunctionbothintheiractualandidealstates.



Sincemanhasaconditionedexistence,i.e.hislifeanddeathare

in hisrelationship to the fourordersofexistences,physical,

vegetable,animalandhuman,thequalityofhislifedependson

thequalityofhisrelationshipwiththem.Itisintellectualvirtuein

him ifhe engages himselfto understand through scientific

method the events and things and persons in Nature.Itis

aestheticvirtuesinhim ifheappreciatesthebeautyofthings

aboutand around him and creates beauty through artand

literature,poetryanddrama,paintingandsculpture,danceand

music.Itismoralvirtuesinhim ifheinvolveshimselfinthe

bettermentofallexistencesofthephysical,thevegetable,the

animaland the human worlds in contactwith him through

altruisticlove.To begood isto develop feelingsofrespect,

affection,gratitude,service,wishingwell,reparationandharmony

inrelationtootherexistences.Eachofthesefeelingsiscognitive

aswellasconative.The feeling ofgratitude,forexample is

cognitiveofthebenefitsreceivedandinvolvesanurgetoserve

thebenefactors.

Devatmadefinesreligionasfreedom from thosedistortionsof

instincts,individualand social,whichharm theindividualand

otherexistencesandcultivationoftheseinstinctsandpassions

intorightdirectionandsublimeform.

HecallshisphilosophyofreligionDevDharma.ItisclearthatDev

Dharmaisasecularreligion,foritdeniesnotonlyGodbutall

formsofsupernaturalism andassertstheultimaterealityofthe

empiricalworld,orNatureortheworldasstudiedbysciences.It

regardshumanspeciesaproductofevolutionandeachindividual

humanbeingbothhisbodyandsoulasresultofcoalescenceof



humansperm andovum.Itregards humanpsycheorsoul,as

much subjectto the laws oflife and death as otherliving

organismslikeplantsandanimals.Itconsidershumanidealtobe

all-rounddevelopmentofcognitive,affectiveandconativepowers

inthewelfareoftheindividual,society,andcosmos.Itholdsthat

infallibilityinknowledgeisnotpossible.Itdoesnotclaim its

teachingsinTheDevShastratobeinfallible.

Itregardsknowledge,includingtheknowledgeofhumanperson,

bothpsycheandbody,possiblethroughthescientificmethod.

DevDharmaissecularinitsworldview,itsscientificmethodology

anditsvaluesystem,individual,socialandcosmic.Sotherecan

benodoubtthatDevDharmacanmakeextraordinarycontribution

towardsevolvingasecularsociety.

The substitute fortheistic and supernaturalreligions is not

religionlessnessbutsecularreligion,forthereisculturalurgefor

religioninmanasexhibitedinRussiawherethechurchbellsrang

after70 years ofCommunistic dictatorship.Further,religion

appealsmainlytotheemotions.Andsosecularreligioncanbe

extraordinarilyeffectiveinproducingsecularattitudeinsociety.

Itwillbe finaltriumph ofthe principles ofsecularism and

humanism andscientifictemperinstatepolity,ifsecularstate

andsecularreligionwalkhand-in-handtostrengtheneachother..

DevDharmacanplaycrucialroleinthisidealandwhatcouldbea

betterservicethanto contributetothisidealofasocietyof

scientifictemper,humanisticvaluesofdemocracy,justice,liberty,

equalityandfraternityinallspheresoflife-personal,social,

religious,economicandpolitical.
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